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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just to let you know, this could be a disaster
Today talking about how I make videos and some other things about climate change. I make content about a variety of topics, but climate change is definitely the thing that unifies much of what I do. I try to make thoughtful, engaging content about the Earth system, what we know about it, and how we know what we know about it.
Joined by my friend Alok because I am at one extreme of how we make stories around climate change in new media, and I thought it would for you (and for me) to discuss how my approach differs from someone in more traditional media, and what the relative advantages and disadvantages are
However you should probably get some kind of idea of the kind of stuff I make before we go any further, so I asked my editor Luke to put together a “sizzle reel”. So this is one minute that showcases projects we’ve worked on in the last two years
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you can see it’s a variety of formats! I do a lot of stuff to camera, including vlogs from interesting places, but also video essays that use 2D and 3D graphics, I do some livestreaming, and I’m involved with a project called the RPGeeks that educates audiences about science by playing dungeons and dragons
My path to doing this is a little unusual for a YouTuber
Research was not specifically in climate, I was a dynamics guy

We met at a similar event at the European Parliament last year
Get Alok to introduce himself
Commonality with every project I create is viewing it as a story
I’m going to talk about these steps…
… specifically in how I talk about climate change …
… and how the way I do this is informed by making things on YouTube
I have a flowchart to help explain this





Presenter
Presentation Notes
So this is how it works for me

Firstly I will come up with an idea for a video. Sometimes this…




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alok: how does this workflow compare to how you work? What is the equivalent flow chart for you say writing a story about climate change
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Classic three
Solutions, observations, politics, projections, technology focused, socially focused, context: historical, political, scientific
Ask most YouTubers…
Examples (note the consistency in branding: vitally important on YouTube)
At the moment for example I’m producing a video on decarbonizing transport. Unusual: asked to give a talk… Wanted to do it as a video because I had an idea of how to visually present that information in a unique way.

Alok: how do you pick which stories you talk about?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’m not going to tell you how to suck eggs, I’m sure a lot of this will be familiar to you, and how you approach any story
I want to show you that you can apply these techniques even in an abstract field like climate
(EXAMPLES)
The number one rule for how I write my videos is this
Low attention spans, even when making long form content on Youtube – moreso on TikTok/shorts – viewer chooses to watch vs. viewer chooses to stop watching (Hank Green)
A point that I’ve been experimenting with recently
Climate specific - optimism

Alok: are you a structure guy? How do you approach a piece writing from the top down? How did that change when writing books?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Like the previous point, a lot of this will be familiar to you

Alok: easy question, how do you write so well?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
How knowing how your work will be shared influences decisions made earlier
Central crop of thumbnails on e.g. twitter (perhaps less influential going forwards)
Combined arms equivalent in release strategy
End in a call to action!
Algorithm rewards engagement of all kinds

Alok: do you modify your work, or how you frame your stories, knowing how they will be distributed?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Research indicates positive emotions are generally important (your mileage may vary)
I think a reason my videos have found a large-ish audience is that there is demand for nuance and complexity. The audience can handle it if guided appropriately through the weeds
Example: ENSO variability impacting Egyptian old kingdom as example of teleconnection
Example: Croll, cement (unavoidable emissions)
Emotions can be complex

Alok: in your experience, what do audiences respond well to? And in a climate specific content?
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Taking questions
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