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What is a Science Media Centre
• It is an independent communications office that:

• helps to ensure that the public has access to the best scientific evidence and 
knowledge

• through the media
• when science hits the headlines and generates social debate and controversy.
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Context
• During the pandemic, public needs quick, reliable, relevant and well-checked 

information in a context of uncertainty.
• Preprints storm: science is happening live before our eyes.
• Science has been demanded an absolute predictive power. Frustration has left room 

for disinformation.
• Noise from various sources: media overexposure, infodemics, polarised discourse 

and misinformation.
• We need journalists specialized in science and expert sources in the media.
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SMC Spain: objectives
• To provide journalists with reliable information and sources on current science-

related news.
• To work with the scientific community to engage as a source with national and 

international media, thanks to SMC's global network.
• To serve as a speaker for press offices to amplify the messages of research staff.
• To encourage the public to be informed about controversial scientific issues in order 

to improve the quality of public debate.
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Our features
• We depend on FECYT (public

funding), but we are studying
multi-funding with donations
that do not compromise our
editorial independence.

• We publish in Spanish and 
English.

• We have a Creative Commons
license.

• We have Twitter and 
Facebook.

• We have a statute and an
advisory board to ensure
editorial independence.
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Our features 
We communicate with 
registered journalists through 
emails with embargoed or not 
embargoed content. 

Registered journalists sign an 
embargo agreement.
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Our features 
We encourage scientists to 
join us as information sources.
We offer science 
communication resources.
We never pass their contact 
details on to anyone else; if a 
journalist asks us for the contact 
details of a scientist, we refer him 
or her to his or her press office.
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Our formats
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Media impact
•More than 3,500 impacts, most
of them in the Spanish media.

•Also in international publications
such as The Washington Post, AP, 
El Espectador or Factchequeado.
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Media impact
• We ask to be cited (CC license) for branding and impact monitoring.
• We value the invisible impact: to be used as a source of inspiration or to contact

expert sources on our topics.
• We even value the negative impact: when the media use our reactions to finally 

decide not to cover a paper that does not deserve media coverage.
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Learningby doing
Speediskeytogetimpactsand 
visits
Agility in very quick reactions to 
immediate current affairs and 
breaking news. 
Examples: Nobel prizes, 
monkeypox, childhood hepatitis, 
COP27.
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Learningby doing
Don’tbe afraidofpoliticalissues
relatedtoscience
We focus on politically 
controversial issues. Examples: 
Mar Menor Law, Science Law, 
Animal Protection Law, 
transgender minors.



@pampanilla @sciencemedia_es

Learningby doing
We act as prescribers of papers 
for the media 
•Selection of weekly scientific 
publications that merit 
embargoed reactions and sending 
these reactions days in advance 
is key.
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Learningby doing
Anticipation
•Sending embargoed 
reactions days in 
advance is essential. 
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Learningby doing
Medialikeexplainers
•Monkeypox , the possible
Alzheimer's fraud or the glass of
wine. 
•Quality content useful for
journalists, added value.
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Learningby doing
“Expert voices” alsohavean
impactand visitors
•Relevance and link with current
affairs is key: fires, drought, 
Fields medal...
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Learningby doing
SMC global network is 
more than the sum of its 
parts 
•Sharing daily 
discussions and 
experiences with 
journalists from seven 
countries enhances the 
work of each SMC.
•We collaborate, 
exchange content and 
give scientists an 
international voice.
•“A truly global network 
with collective impact”.
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Our achievements so far
• We are recognized as a trusted source of information for news 

agencies and other media, specialized and general, international, 
national and regional.

• Scientists call us to collaborate with us as sources. We get the right 
experts to talk about each topic and they feel safe.

• In an environment marked by polarization and a lack of expert 
voices in the media, we enhance the public conversation on 
controversial current science-related issues.
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Next steps

• Latin America.
• New partners.
• New staff !!!!
• Infographics, more audios, videos, weekly

newsletter , podcast…
• Study on harassment suffered by scientists in 

Spain due to their presence in the media, following 
the surveys done by other SMCs and Nature.

• Study on gender differences in the participation 
of scientific sources in the contents of SMC Spain 

• External funding.
• Extend the global network to new countries.
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Thank you

pampa@sciencemediacentre.es
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