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I am delighted to be part of this event today to discuss storytelling and the value of science journalism. For those that do not know me, I am a professor in Developmental Neuroscience in Society at the Erasmus University Rotterdam. And since 2017 I have had the honour to serve as a member of the Scientific Council of the European Research Council, and since 2020 as one of its three Vice-Presidents.



The ERC awards long-term grants to researchers of any 
nationality and age, from anywhere in the world, who wish to 
carry out their research projects in a host institution based in 
Europe. Scientific excellence is the sole evaluation criterion.
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The European Research Council
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The European Research Council was first set up in 2007. Its aim is to provide flexible, long-term funding to high potential individual researchers. ERC grantees can be of any nationality and work in any fields. The aim is to give ERC grantees the freedom to develop ambitious projects of their own choosing. We fully recognise the value of the social sciences and humanities and the need to support them on an equal basis with the physical and the life sciences. We all know that communicating on science has become increasingly important in the past years, not least during the pandemic. This is especially true for the digital world, where anyone can publish content and where it is vital to establish the credibility of sources. While there has been much disinformation and misinformation circulating during the pandemic, let’s keep in mind that numerous surveys found that scientists have become by far the most trusted sources of information. And together, we as scientists, you as young science journalists, are responsible preserve this trust and to make sure science is available and accessible for all people, not just the ones who already have easy access to it, for example because they have educated parents or more resources. 
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At the ERC, we believe that communicating effectively to the public on ERC-funded projects can have impact, creating trust in science in general, and also in the digital world, the topic we are discussing today. To mention just a few examples of our work: Since 2020, we recognise and reward excellent science communicators among our ERC grantees who manage to engage audiences outside their research domain. We award 3 prizes in different areas (€10,000 each):The public engagement activities can for example include citizen science activities (conducted in collaboration or consultation with the public) or public outreach activities (e.g. promoting a research project by disseminating its content, promoting discussion or inspiring potential future researchers). 
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They can also include activities that foster consultation and exchange with citizen groups to raise awareness on a topic, to address a societal challenge or to contribute to an issue in the public debate.
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We have developed and are now supporting the new programme - ERC Science Journalism Initiative. A consortium of organisations has recently been selected that will promote and fund journalists’ stays at research institutions across Europe. We want to encourage accurate and accessible coverage of scientific developments and to foster a closer connection between scientists and journalists. We hope this project can contribute to the public’s trust in science, to tackling misinformation and to improving social resilience against disinformation.
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In addition to these activities by the ERC, I promised to also share some of my experiences as a scientist. I am a psychologists and neuroscientists and my research concerns how young people can grow up successfully, with a special focus on adolescence. My lab studies both the fundamental and the translational aspects of developmental science, from brain imaging to youth participation. Why is this important? 



Mechanisms of change
(brain development, risk factors)

Intervention effects
(controlled experiments)

What do we know already?
A lot! More than 25 years of scientific research…
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The good news is that we have gained a lot of knowledge over the last 25 years on brain, behavior and controlled interventions of behavioral change to inform policy. And we do that on a daily basis.



Do our findings connect with society?
We can improve in the dialogue between science and society...

From lab to society From society to lab
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But do our findings always find their way to where they are needed the most? We all benefit from a better dialogue between science and society, and even though we do much, we can do better.  What we need to improve is to connect our findings to society, and also learn from society to inspire new research in the lab. 



Brainstorms 
with youth
 Which questions are 

important to young people in 
Rottterdam
 How did they experience

corona measures?
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Especially during COVID-19 we learned that there were groups in society that we could not reach, for example because they are not familiar with scientists and universities, don’t like to participate in surveys of are unfamiliar with is, or they may (for good or bad reasons) have less trust in policy. These are young people with voices that matters! That’s why we put in extra effort to reach more diverse groups. 



“How can we have an impact on 
decisions being taken? 

How can young people get a 
voice in society, now and in the

future?”

Hiba, 17 yrs
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One of our participants asked us the question “How can we have an impact on decision that are being taken? How can young get a voice in society, now and in the future”



The facts Take action

Themes:
• Your Drive

• Your Well-being
• Your Resilience
• Your Creativity

• Your Contribution

Together with:
• Youth in Rdam
• Youth workers
• Policy makers

• Student organizations

Youth Challenge
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This is how our youth participation platform YoungXperts got started. We make the findings from our research accessible based on the topics that we know a lot about. And then we have participation sessions with various stakeholder (youth themselves being most important) on what we can do with that knowledge, take action.



Take Action
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We went out to the city many times meeting with lots of different groups, and documented that in a Youth Manifest.



Manifest
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This Manifest was delivered to the prime minister Mark Rutte, who received it from Mohammed and myself, stressing our collaboration. 



Follow us on instagram! 
@young_xperts
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And of course, it is very important that the young people who participated, and their peers, learn what we did with the findings. So, my lab actively provides feedback through Instagram on what we achieve for a better future for youth. For all youth.
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Today’s society is more complex than ever, with multiple crises ahead of us, including a climate change battle, social inequality and global political tensions. We desperately need new ideas about how to live sustainably, how to confront inequality, how we might work and live and educate ourselves in future. We need to learn the lessons of the past as well as the present, using the insights from the next generation that will form the future society. I hope you share this mission with me. 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	What do we know already?
	Do our findings connect with society?�
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15

