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HI, I AM FELIX.

2



DATA JOURNALISM?
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FEBRUARY 2023: LE MONDE + FOREVER POLLUTION PROJECT
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(Horel, 2023b) (Horel, 2023c)
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(Horel, 2023b)
(Horel, 2023b)
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IS THIS NEW?
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(“Diagram Showing the Rise, Progress and Decline,” 1849)

(Snow, 1855)



ESMH Summer School 2023 | Best practices in Science Journalism - Data Journalism

Felix Irmer | Institute for Communication and Media Studies

TODAY: DIGITAL JOURNALISM
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(Parshina-Kottas et al., 2020)(FT Visual & Data Journalism team, 2020)
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TODAY: DATAFICATION
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(Obermaier et al., 2016)
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TODAY: COMPUTATIONAL METHODS
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(The International Consortium of Investigative Journalists, 2019)(Freedom House, 2013)
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TODAY: OPEN DATA
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(Horel, 2023b)
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TODAY: OPEN METHODOLOGY
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(Horel, 2023a)
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DATA JOURNALISM PROCESS
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(Veglis & Bratsas, 2017, p.111)



DATA JOURNALISM 

+

SCIENCE REPORTING
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SCIENTISTS

− … sit on a lot of data

− … publish increasingly open access / open science

− ... prefer expert conversations
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DATA JOURNALISM…

− … can create common ground for an eye-level conversation

− … forces you to dive deep into the data of a scientific discourse

− … strives for scientific ideals: Transparency and reproducibility

− … prepares you for an expert conversation
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SCIENCE JOURNALISM: DATA REPORTING AS SUPPLEMENT

Support or drive an investigation by:

→ Probing datasets for journalistic stories

→Making the findings tangible by visualizations

→Personalizing findings: Explorable datasets

→ Starting a collaboration with researchers

→ Ideally a win – win situation: 

→Data journalistic approach to enable the inquiry 

→Gateway into meaningful exchange with scientists

→Knowledge transfer & Knowledge creation
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HOW TO GET STARTED?

Ways into Data Journalism…
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HOW IS DATA JOURNALISM DONE: SKILLS
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JOURNALISM DESIGN

CODING
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DONE BY LONE WOLVES AND SMALL TEAMS
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(based on Beiler et al., 2020, p.1578)
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WHAT’S YOUR PROFILE?
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JOURNALISM DESIGN

CODING
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DATA STORY TYPES
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(based on Cook, 2019)
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RECOMMENDATIONS

22

Don’t be intimidated. 
Data reporting can be a 
complex field.

Get familiar with Excel, 
Google Sheets etc. and 
use it regularly.

Pick a project and work 
on it.

Work in a team: Co-
Learning and support.



THANK YOU!

Felix Irmer

Research Associate | Journalism Studies

Institute for Communication and Media Studies

Leipzig University

felix.irmer@uni-leipzig.de

www.kmw.uni-leipzig.de/datenjournalismus
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